BOOK REVIEW OF STONES JUSTICE MANUAL 2008
Review written by Sally Ramage

Stone’s Justices’ Manual is relied upon each year by thousands of professionals to provide reliable and
current coverage of the legislative changes affecting magistrates’ courts. With the accompanying CDROM, Stone’s provides comprehensive coverage of all existing, new and amended legislation affecting the
magistrates’ courts and hundreds of new cases that set precedents or clarify particular principles of law.
It contains the following chapters:- introduction; gambling; criminal law; game practice and procedure;
human rights; evidence; immigration; sentencing; industry and commerce; road traffic; youth courts;
malicious communications; family law; mental health; civil rights; offender management; consumer
protection; outraging public decency; extradition; vagrancy; and firearms.
This review will begin by testing Stones on a few topics, namely
(i)Age of criminal responsibility;
(ii)Arrest;
(iii)Bribes;
(iv)Child law
Examination of this random sample of topics will illustrate the importance of Stones, its accuracy, and the
relevant case-law it contains.

(i)Age of criminal responsibility- my knowledge
Section 41 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1995 provides that it "shall be conclusively presumed
that no child under the age of eight years can be guilty of any offence." The rule in section 41 uses the idea
of age of criminal responsibility in the sense of the age below which a child is deemed to lack the capacity
to commit a crime. By contrast, another meaning of age of criminal responsibility is the point at which the
age of a suspect or offender has no relevance for his treatment or disposal as part of the criminal justice
system, most typically the age at which an accused becomes subject to the full or adult system of
prosecution and punishment. The 1995 Act also contains various rules, which use this second notion of age
of criminal responsibility, most notably that in section 42(1) which provides (in part) that "no child under
the age of 16 years shall be prosecuted for any offence except on the instructions of the Lord Advocate, or
at his instance." It is clear from the T v UK and V v UK cases that the Convention will have an effect on the
age of criminal responsibility primarily in the sense that the age determines the entry point into the full
system of prosecution and punishment appropriate for adults. It is clear from the opinions of the judges,
including those who dissented on the submission in relation to article 3, that the Court was using the
concept of age of criminal responsibility not in the sense of mens rea but as concerned with the appropriate
methods of dealing with children who commit crimes.
Age of criminal responsibility- Stones
“Criminal Law Act 1977, s 1A, as inserted by the Criminal Justice (Terrorism and Conspiracy) Act 1998, s
5.]
As regards the criminal offence of conspiracy, person shall not by virtue of section 1 above be guilty of
conspiracy to commit any offence or offences if the only other person or persons with whom he agrees are
(both initially and at all times during the currency of the agreement) persons of any one or more of the
following descriptions, that is to say(a)his spouse or civil partner;
(b)a person under the age of criminal responsibility; and
(c)an intended victim of that offence or of each of those offences.
(3)A person is under the age of criminal responsibility for the purposes of subsection (2) (b) above so long
as it is conclusively presumed, by virtue of section 50 of the Children and Young Persons Act 1933, that he
cannot be guilty of any offence”.

(ii)Arrest- my knowledge
Section 17(1) (c) (iii) of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) provides a power of entry to
arrest a person under section 4 of the Public Order Act 1986. However, it does not extend to the offence
under section 4A of the Public Order Act 1986. This is because section 17 PACE was amended by the
Public Order Act 1986 to accommodate the section 4 offence (the offence of fear, or provocation of
violence) and by section 76 Public Order Act 1994
(power of entry to arrest a person for failure to comply with an interim possession order). It is to be noted
that section 4A of the Public Order Act 1986 was created by section 15A of the Criminal Justice and Public
Order Act 1994.
Arrest- Stones
“One of the most significant developments of 2007 was the commencement of the provisions of the
Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004 that make breach of a non-molestation order a criminal
offence, provided that: the conduct in question has not already been punished as a contempt of court; the
conduct occurred or after 1 July 2007; and the order was made on or after the above date or, if made earlier,
no power or current power of arrest was or remains attached to it”
Stones also contains pages on arrest
1-221- Arrest under warrant
1-222- Arrest without a warrant
1-223 Police detention
1-202 A constable has powers to search a person on arrest at a police station or elsewhere. Reasonable
force may be used
1-205 Powers of entry to premises, search and seizure.
Etc, with a total of 1,170 hits.
(iii) Bribes- my knowledge
Common law; Public Bodies Corrupt Act 1889, s1; Prevention of Corruption Act 1906,s1.
Bribes- Stones
Stones includes 4 sections on bribes:
(a)any offence listed in Schedule 2 to the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (c 29) (lifestyle offences: England
and Wales);
(b)any offence listed in Schedule 4 to that Act (lifestyle offences: Scotland);
(ba)any offence listed in Schedule 5 to that Act (lifestyle offences: Northern Ireland);
(c)any offence under sections 15 to 18 of the Terrorism Act 2000 (c 11) (offences relating to fund-raising,
money laundering etc);
(d)any offence under section 170 of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1979 (c 2) (fraudulent
evasion of duty) or section 72 of the Value Added Tax Act 1994 (c 23) (offences relating to VAT) which is
a qualifying offence;
(e)any offence under section 17 of the Theft Act 1968 (c 60) or section 17 of the Theft Act (Northern
Ireland) 1969 (false accounting), or any offence at common law of cheating in relation to the public
revenue, which is a qualifying offence;
(f)any offence under section 1 of the Criminal Attempts Act 1981 (c 47) or Article 3 of the Criminal
Attempts and Conspiracy (Northern Ireland) Order 1983, or in Scotland at common law, of attempting to
commit any offence in paragraph (c) or any offence in paragraph (d) or (e) which is a qualifying offence;
(g)any offence under section 1 of the Criminal Law Act 1977 (c 45) or Article 9 of the Criminal Attempts
and Conspiracy (Northern Ireland) Order 1983, or in Scotland at common law, of conspiracy to commit any
offence in paragraph (c) or any offence in paragraph (d) or (e) which is a qualifying offence.
(h)in England and Wales(i)any common law offence of bribery;
(ii)any offence under section 1 of the Public Bodies Corrupt Practices Act 1889 (c 69) (corruption in
office);
(iii)the first two offences under section 1 of the Prevention of Corruption Act 1906 (c 34) (bribes obtained
by or given to agents).
Harbours, Docks and Piers Clauses Act 1847 (10 & 11 Vict c 47) 7-6183

The owner of every vessel or float of timber is liable for any1 damage done by such vessel, etc, or by any
person employed about the same, to a harbour, dock or pier, or the quays or works connected therewith,
and the master or person having charge of such vessel, etc, through whose wilful act or negligence such
damage is done, is also liable therefor (s 74). Damage not exceeding £50 recoverable before two justices,
who may cause vessel, etc, to be distrained and kept, and if damage and costs are not paid within seven
days, to be sold (s 75). Owner may recover before two justices damage paid by him from person who
actually did same (s 76).
Harbour master may remove unserviceable vessels and recover charges on summary complaint before a
justice of the peace (s 57).
Various offences include unjustified claims for exemption from harbour rates (s 28); master’s failure to
report arrival of vessel (s 35), to produce certificate of registry (s 36), to give proper account of cargo
unshipped (s 38)-likewise the shipper (s 39)-to comply with harbour master’s directions (s 53). Other
offences involve bribes (s 55), dismantling (s 59), sails (s 60), hawsers (s 61), moorings (s 62), position
near harbour entrance (s 63), harbour repairs (s 64), removal after discharge of cargo (s 66), fires, firearms,
combustible and explosive matter (s 71), obstruction of harbour master (s 72), ballast (s 73). Failure to
remove combustible matter from quays (s 69) carries an hourly penalty of £50. There is an additional daily
penalty of £20 for offences under ss 53 and 63. All offences carry a maximum penalty not exceeding level
3 on the standard scale (British Transport Docks Act 1981, s 17 and Sch 1 as amended by the Criminal
Justice Act 1982, s 46).
Electoral Administration Act 2006.
According to Electoral Administration Act 2006, s 79., SCHEDULE 1, Amendments
(8-8120) the term “Embracery “is an attempt by bribes, or any corrupt means, other than evidence and
argument in open court, to influence or corrupt a jury. It is a misdemeanour indictable at common law,
punishable by fine and imprisonment.
(iv) Child Law
To test Stones comprehensive child law, the following questions will be queries in Stones:
What is a guardian ad litem?
The term is not defined but Stones tells us that
Section 1(2) of the Children Act 1989
states:
“2
Rule 10.21 states: “(1) Subject to rule 2.3 [of the FPR] nothing in these rules shall be
construed as requiring any party to reveal the address of their private residence (or that of any
child) save by order of the court”.
3
Rule 4.23 states: “(1) Notwithstanding any rule of court to the contrary, no document,
other than a record of an order, held by the court and relating to proceedings to which [Pt IV]
applies shall be disclosed, other than to-(a) a party, (b) the legal representative of a party (c) the
guardian ad litem, (d) the Legal Aid Board, or (e) a welfare officer, without the leave of the judge
or the district judge”.
4
Rule 23 states: “(1) No document, other than a record of an order, held by the court and
relating to relevant proceedings shall be disclosed, other than to-(a) a party, (b) the legal
representative of a party, (c) the guardian ad litem, (d) the Legal Aid Board, or (e) a welfare
officer, without leave of the justices’ clerk or the court”.
When a child is considered an adult?
Nothing here.

Can minors consent to medical treatment without parental permission?
Nothing here.
Do minors have a legal right to an abortion?
No matches found.
Are curfews legal?
Section 1.13.2 details the law on curfew.
“A curfew requirement, usually associated with electronic monitoring, may be helpful in

restricting an offender’s right to be out in public at the same time as, for example, schoolchildren.
A curfew requirement is most likely to be effective when used in conjunction with a residence
requirement requiring an offender to live in approved accommodation where behaviour and
compliance can be monitored. Such a requirement can be for between 2 and 12 hours per day and
last up to 6 months.”
Are students allowed to pray at a public school?
No matches found.
Do students have a constitutional right to “free speech” in the context of public schools?
Stones section 8-17631J- Freedom of expression
“(1)
This section applies if a court is considering whether to grant any relief which, if
granted, might affect the exercise of the Convention right to freedom of expression.
(2)
If the person against whom the application for relief is made (“the respondent”) is
neither present nor represented, no such relief is to be granted unless the court is satisfied(a)
that the applicant has taken all practicable steps to notify the respondent; or
(b)
that there are compelling reasons why the respondent should not be notified.
(3)
No such relief is to be granted so as to restrain publication before trial unless the court is
satisfied that the applicant is likely to establish that publication should not be allowed.( New
parameters are provided by arts 8 and 10 within which the court is to decide, in an action for
breach of confidence, whether a person is entitled to have his privacy protected by a court or
whether the restriction of freedom of expression which such protection involves cannot be
justified, see A v B plc [2002] EWCA Civ 337, [2003] QB 195, [2002] 2 FCR 158, [2002] 1 FLR
1021 and the authorities considered therein).
(4)
The court must have particular regard to the importance of the Convention right to
freedom of expression and, where the proceedings relate to material which the respondent claims,
or which appears to the court, to be journalistic, literary or artistic material (or to conduct
connected with such material), to(a)
the extent to which(i)
the material has, or is about to, become available to the public; or
(ii)
it is, or would be, in the public interest for the material to be published;
(b)
any relevant privacy code.
(5)
In this section“court” includes a tribunal; and
“relief” includes any remedy or order (other than in criminal proceedings).”
Are juveniles entitled to any due process protections in juvenile delinquency hearings?
StonesRe L (1990) 155 JP 273, [1991] Crim LR 633 (deportation of juvenile hearing behind locked
doors in juvenile court not invalid).
Justices who have heard an application for legal aid, which included information as to the
defendant’s previous findings of guilt4, or an application by the local authority for a secure
accommodation order should not, if the defendant pleads not guilty, subsequently sit on the trial
of the information.
R v Islington North Juvenile Court, ex p Daley [1983] 1 AC 347, [1982] 2 All ER 974, 146 JP
363 (juvenile attaining 18 before mode of trial decision reached has right to elect trial by jury).
The youth court should take into account any undisputed mitigation put forward on behalf of the
accused (eg good character), but contentious mitigation should be ignored (R (on the application
of C and D) v Sheffield Youth Court and R (on the application of N) v Sheffield Youth Court,
supra).
Stones-5-6
No report of any proceedings in a youth court should reveal the name, address or school, or
include any particulars likely to lead to the identification of any child or young person concerned
in those proceedings, ie a defendant or witness1. These provisions apply to an appeal from a
youth court, including appeal by case stated. They also extend to proceedings to vary or revoke a
supervision order before the magistrates’ court and proceedings on appeal therefrom.

How and why are children sent to adult criminal court?
Nothing.

Comparative assessment of Justice Manuals
In intellectual property law, comparative advertising is governed exhaustively by Article 3a of
the Misleading Advertising Directive (84/450), as amended by the Comparative Advertising
Directive (97/55) (the "CAD").
In this regard the following table has concluded that Stones Justice Manual remains the best
justice manual in the United Kingdom.
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Jordans’ directs itself simply to the CPS charges and their prosecution and defences. Archbold reads like a
book in hard copy and is intelligently set out in the CD format, with the added feature of legal definitions.
Stones is the most comprehensive and thus the most bulky, and this is reflected in the CD layout. Each has
a special feature and in the end, is a matter of ‘horses for courses’.
Conclusion
Stones Justice Manual remains the best and most comprehensive of all the Justice Manuals in the legal
marketplace. As illustrated above, there is room for improvement and perhaps room for a dictionary of
definitions as in Archbold. Its annotation of the statutes is its element of competitive advantage. Stones
Justice Manual is most useful in its CD format, although it is very satisfying to have the volumes to leaf
through and to consider and cogitate on.
ENDS

